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WHO WE ARE

Michigan’s University Research Corridor (URC) is an alliance of the University of Michigan, Michigan State University, 
and Wayne State University with a vision to contribute toward the transformation of Michigan’s economy.

The URC is an intellectual and economic engine for the state, generating net economic impact of $14.5 billion. The 
alliance attracts 93 percent of all external academic research and development dollars that come into Michigan and 
collectively, the URC partner institutions expended more than $1.4 billion dollars in research activity this past year.

The URC is among the top R&D clusters in the nation (compared with regions of the USA such as Route 128 in 
Boston, Research Triangle in North Carolina, and Silicon Valley in Northern California) for producing patents, 
new business, and graduates with high-tech related degrees needed in growing new fields. In addition, the three 
universities serve as a magnet in helping to attract new business to the state of Michigan. 

The URC is one of the largest employers in the state with almost 49,000 full-time-equivalent employees. In 2008, there 
were 572,123 known URC alumni living in Michigan, making up 7.5 percent of the population over age 18.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENTS
 

FROM THE URC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 



URC ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS
Collaborative impact, in brief

URC Economic Impact Climbs to New High of $14.5 Billion
New study shows increase in rankings, R&D, high-tech

URC Locations
Campus Locations

MAES* Field Locations

Off-Campus Teaching & Research

Partner Hospitals

Created By: Anderson Economic Group, LLC
Data Source: ESRI; Michigan State University, University of Michigan, Wayne State University

September 2007

*MAES: Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station
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URC Spells JOBS
IBM, GE boost job market

Batteries Charge Up State’s Economy



Solar Energy Sector Heats Up 
First URC seed grant generates major return  
on investment

State National Leader in Life Sciences Despite Recession 
 



Stem Cells Put Michigan on the Map

URC Wins $12.5M from NIH for International Medical Research
 



Major Facilities, Major Potential

URC Names Executive Director,  
Establishes Lansing HQ

Building Business in Detroit 



Promising Start Ups 
 Creating an entrepreneurial culture, one new business at a time

.
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THIRD ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT: Empowering Michigan

Executive Summary and Selected Data

Key Benchmarks 



Scale of the URC 



Economic Impact, Defined 



THIRD ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT: Empowering Michigan
Executive Summary and Selected Data

About Anderson Economic Group

Summary of Finding
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Due to URC

URC State AppropriationsNet Economic Impact

New State Tax Revenue Due to URC 

Comparison of Economic Impact With State Appropriations 



Comparison With Peer Clusters 
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About Anderson Economic Group

Summary of Finding
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URC AT A GLANCE
More than the sum of our parts

Net economic impact........................$14.5 billion

Operational expenditures ..................  $7.3 billion

Wage and salary earnings of
URC alumni in Michigan ...................$26.6 billion

Research expenditures .......................$1.4 billion

Start up companies cultivated
since 2004 ....................................................... 102

Patents granted* ............................................ 129

Licenses/options* ........................................... 135

*Avg. per year between 2004-2008

Source: Third Annual Economic Impact Report, Anderson Economic Group, 2009

Education that works
More than 132,000 students, one million alumni, and last year awarded 7,600 high-tech degrees.

Major growth areas
Life sciences—The URC has been building Michigan’s life sciences industry since 1999. Now almost 80,000 Michigan 

residents are employed in life sciences. Between 1999 and 2006, life science employment in Michigan grew by 10.7 
percent while during this same time period manufacturing employment dropped by 24.7 percent.

Energy technologies —With studies showing Michigan has the resources to create 60,000 new energy jobs, the URC 
recently invested $79.5 million in alternative energy R&D and is planning to grow rapidly in the near term.
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