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Sponsored by the Richard Lounsbery Foundation

A knowledge-based economy 
may be the best hope for long-
term economic recovery by states, 
like Michigan, that were built upon 
manufacturing as the core industry. 
To realize this hope, the conference 
organizers believe that universities 
can and should play an important 
role in creating such a new 
knowledge-based economy. It is 
this belief, built upon the publication 
of a National Academy of Sciences 
report, “Rising Above the Gathering 
Storm: Energizing and Employing 
America for a Brighter Economic 
Future,” that provide the impetus 
for this conference. 

This two-day event aims to 
address several key questions:

1) How does a state or region 
that has had its economic 
focus on manufacturing 
transform itself into one based 
on a knowledge economy that 
maintains a complementarity to 
its traditional base?

2) What elements deýne the 
signiýcant role of research 
universities (and of higher 

education in general) of the 
state or region in effecting 
and being engaged in such a 
transition?

3) What incisive collaborative 
steps must be taken as part of 
state or regional initiatives and 
university strategies to catalyze 
this transition?

The ýrst day of the conference 
features plenary speakers who 
have been asked to address 
these questions and proposed 
“revolutionary, not evolutionary” 
thoughts on steps that higher 
education and its partners can 
take. Day 2 begins with a panel 
discussion to focus on pressing 
issues for workshop consideration, 
followed by two rounds of concurrent 
workshops, where participants will 
be asked to identify strategies oand 
action plans for key players in the 
intended economic transformation. 
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The University Research 
Corridor is an alliance of Michigan’s 
three leading research institutions: 
Michigan State University, the 
University of Michigan and Wayne 
State University. Each university 
features complete graduate and 
undergraduate education, as 
well as professional degrees in 
medicine, business and the law. 
Our research laboratories produce 
hundreds of patents each year, and 
our hospitals develop innovative 
medical treatments that save lives.

What is our vision? To unite and 
lead, playing a key role in creating 
a vibrant Michigan economy that 
leverages the intellectual capital of 
its three public research universities, 
to work proactively to attract the 
knowledge economy businesses 
that can ýnd the research activity 
that feeds new enterprise, educates 
the workforce and plants the seeds 
for the new industries of tomorrow.

The combined experience and 
know-how of the URC universities 
are the hope of Michigan’s 
economy, producing new ideas and 
bright young minds to lead us all to 
a better future.

www.urcmich.org/

The University  
Research Corridor

The Richard Lounsbery 
Foundation

The Richard Lounsbery 
Foundation aims to enhance 
national strengths in science and 
technology through support of 
programs in the following areas: 
science and technology components 
of key US policy issues; elementary 
and secondary science and math 
education; historical studies and 
contemporary assessments of 
key trends in the physical and 
biomedical sciences; and start-
up assistance for establishing the 
infrastructure of research projects. 
Among international initiatives, the 
Foundation has a long-standing 
priority in Franco-American 
scientiýc cooperation.

The Foundation generally 
provides seed money or partial 
support, rarely renews grants for 
continuing activities, does not 
normally fund endowments or 
laboratory research, and aims to 
achieve high impact by funding 
novel projects and forward-looking 
leaders.

Richard Lounsbery Foundation
1020 19th Street, NW, Suite LL60 

Washington, DC 20036 
 

rlounsbery.org/
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PROGRAM - Day 1, MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2007

	 Rackham Auditorium

7:30 AM	 Continental Breakfast, Auditorium Lobby

8:30 PM	 Welcome
	 Stephen R. Forrest, University of Michigan 
	 Norman R. Augustine, Lockeed Martin Corporation

Session Chairs:	Homer A. Neal , University of Michigan 
	 Cynthia H. Wilbanks, University of Michigan 

9:00 AM	 “Rising Above the Gathering Storm of Global Competition- 
	 Building an Agenda for America and Michigan”
	 Charles W. Vest, National Academy of Engineering

9:45 AM	 Remarks by Congressman John D. Dingell
10:00 AM	 Remarks by Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers

10:15 AM	 Break, Auditorium Lobby

10:45 AM	 A Federal Perspective on Economic Transformation
	 Sandy K. Baruah, Assistant U.S. Secretary of Commerce

11:05 AM	 “Building Local Product Development on a Global Pathway”
	 Derrick M. Kuzak, Ford Motor Company

11:35 AM	 “The Case for These World Class Suppliers to Become  
	 Demand Generators”
	 Rick Snyder, Ardesta LLC & Gateway Computers

12:05 PM	 Lunch, Assembly Hall, 4th Floor, Rackham Building

Session Chairs:	J. Ian Gray, Michigan State University 
	 Hilary H. Ratner, Wayne State University

1:30 PM	 “The University – Doorway to the New Economy in Michigan  
	 and the Midwest”
	 John C. Austin, The Brookings Institution

2:00 PM	 “We Go Where the Smart People Are”
	 Mark A. Murray, President, Meijer, Inc.

2:30 PM	 ñGlobalization: Are we ýxing the right problems?ò
	 Vivek Wadhwa, Wertheim Fellow, Harvard Law School

3:00 PM	 Break, Auditorium Lobby

3:30 PM	 University Research Corridor Panel
	 Lou Anna K. Simon, President, Michigan State University

	 Irvin D. Reid, President, Wayne State University

	 Mary Sue Coleman, President, University of Michigan

4:30 PM	 Closing Remarks, Introduction to Day 2
	 Stephen R. Forrest, University of Michigan

5:00 PM	 Adjourn
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PROGRAM - Day 2, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2007

	 Rackham Auditorium

7:30 AM	 Continental Breakfast, Auditorium Lobby

8:30 PM	 Welcome: Stephen R. Forrest, University of Michigan
8:40 AM	 Panel
	 Tom Walsh, Detroit Free Press 
	 Michael A. Finney, Ann Arbor SPARK 
	 Philip H. Power, Center for Michigan

9:30 AM	 Workshop Instructions

9:40 AM	 Break, Concourse, 2nd Floor, Michigan League

10:00 AM	 Morning Workshops in Michigan League & Alumni Center

	 (Locations will be posted in Rackham & League Concourse) 
	 Business/Economic Needs
	 - University-Business Partnerships
	 - Venture Capital
	 - Great Lakes as a Resource
	 Sector Needs
	 - Biotechnology (biomedical)
	 - Advanced Manufacturing
	 - Energy
	 - Information Technology
	 Workforce Needs
	 - Worker Retention and Skill Development
	 - STEM/K-12 Education 
	 - STEM/Higher Education 
	 - Public Attitudes about Transformation

12 Noon	 Lunch, Concourse, 2nd Floor, Michigan League

1:00 PM	 Afternoon Workshops in Michigan League & Alumni Center 
	 (Locations will be posted in League Concourse) 
	 Business/Economic Needs
	 - University-Business Partnerships
	 - Regional Economic Development
	 - Venture Capital
	 - Great Lakes as a Resource
	 Sector Needs
	 - Biotechnology (biomedical)
	 - Biotechnology (biofuels/bio-economy)
	 - Advanced Manufacturing
	 - Energy
	 - Information Technology
	 Workforce Needs
	 - Worker Retention and Skill Development
	 - STEM/K-12 Education
	 - Michigan Quality of Life

3:00 PM	 Reception & Closing Remarks, Ballroom, Michigan League
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Workshops Overview

October 16: 10 a.m. - Noon and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Locations: Michigan League and Alumni Center 

Rooms will be posted on morning of Day 2

Purpose. Workshop topics broadly cover busi-
ness and economic issues; people and workforce 
issues; and important industry sectors (advanced 
manufacturing, biotechnology, information 
technology and energy). Participants in each 
workshop will: 1) address questions speciýc to 
the workshop’s content focus; 2) identify the 
strengths and assets universities and its partners 
can bring to the issue(s); and 3) identify options 
for action to address the identiýed issues.

Outcome(s). Each workshop will generate a set 
of recommended revolutionary actions and pol-
icy agenda items addressing the session’s topic 
that are likely to have a high positive impact on 
economic transformation in Michigan and else-
where in the Midwest and nationally. 

Participants. Up to 50 participants per work-
shop. Participants will self-select the workshops 
they are interested in attending. 

Sign-up and Workshop Rooms. The packet of 
information given to each registrant includes a 
handout that describes each workshop and some 
of the speciýc issues that will be addressed. 
Please complete the top sheet of this handout 
indicating which workshop you will attend and 
return it to the registration desk by the afternoon 
break. Based on the number of people who plan 
to attend each workshop, we will assign meeting 
rooms. The handout with the speciýc location of 
each workshop will be distributed on Tuesday 
morning.

Special thaniks to Jeannine M. La Prad and 
Jan Urban-Lurain or Corporation for a Skilled 
Workforce for their assistance in designing the 
confernece workshops.

Workshop Process. Each workshop has co-lead-
ers to work with the participants. The general 
þow of each workshop is as follows:

1) Welcome and co-leader introductions

2) Frame the problem/issues prior to small group 
discussion

3) Small group discussions that focus on:

What are the current strengths and unique assets 
that universities bring to the workshop issue(s)? 

What engagement strategies and partnerships 
will make a difference?

What practices from elsewhere might universities 
and others adopt/adapt to address the issue(s)?

4) Groups report on their discussions

5) Small group discussions that focus on:

What new programs or approaches could univer-
sities offer to address this issue?”

What government policies (if any) need to be 
instituted to support university engagement in 
economic transformation?

5) Report on discussion and “straw poll” to gauge 
support for recommendations.

Following the morning workshops, participants 
are invited to pick up a box lunch in the Michigan 
League Concourse, 2nd þoor, and continue their 
conversations.

Following the afternoon workshops, partici-
pants are invited to a wine and cheese reception 
in the Michigan League Ballroom, 2nd þoor.
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Plenary Speakers
(alphabetical order)

Norman R. Augustine
Lockheed Martin Corp.

Norman R. Augustine was raised in Colorado and 
attended Princeton University where he graduated 
with a BSE in Aeronautical Engineering, magna 
cum laude, and an 
MSE. In 1958 he 
joined the Douglas 
Aircraft Company 
in California where 
he worked as a Re-
search Engineer, 
Program Manager 
and Chief Engineer. 
Beginning in 1965, 
he served in the Of-
ýce of the Secretary 
of Defense as Assis-
tant Director of Defense Research and Engineer-
ing. He joined LTV Missiles and Space Company 
in 1970, serving as Vice President, Advanced 
Programs and Marketing. In 1973 he returned 
to the government as Assistant Secretary of the 
Army and in 1975 became Under Secretary of 
the Army, and later Acting Secretary of the Army. 
Joining Martin Marietta Corporation in 1977 as 
Vice President of Technical Operations, he was 
elected as CEO in 1987 and chairman in 1988, 
having previously been President and COO. He 
served as president of Lockheed Martin Corpora-
tion upon the formation of that company in 1995, 
and became CEO later that year. He retired as 
chairman and CEO of Lockheed Martin in Au-
gust 1997, at which time he became a Professor 
on the faculty of Princeton University where he 
served until July 1999. 

Mr. Augustine was Chairman of the Aerospace 
Industries Association, and Chairman of the De-
fense Science Board. He is a former President 
of the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics and the Boy Scouts of America. He 
is a member of the Advisory Board to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, was a member of the 
Hart/Rudman Commission on National Security, 
and has served for 16 years on the President’s 
Council of Advisors on Science and Technology.

Mr. Augustine has been presented the National 
Medal of Technology by the President of the 
United States.

John C. Austin
The Brookings Institution

John Austin is a Nonresident Senior Fellow with 
the Brookings Institution, as well as a Michigan 
statewide elected ofýcial, serving as Vice-Presi-
dent of the Michigan State Board of Education. 
Mr. Austin is also a Lecturer at the University 
of Michigan School of Architecture and Urban 
Planning, and Senior Fellow with the University 
of Michigan’s School of Education - National Fo-
rum on Higher Education for the Public Good.  

Mr. Austin has over 20 years experience in po-
litical and public policy leadership. Mr. Austin 
currently is leading a Great Lakes Economic 
Initiative for the Brookings Institution, designed 
to improve the economic vitality of the Great 
Lakes states. Mr. 
Austin served as 
Policy Director for 
Michigan’s Gover-
nor-appointed Com-
mission on Higher 
Education and Eco-
nomic Growth (the 
Cherry Commis-
sion) and was prin-
cipal author of the 
Commission’s re-
port. He coauthored 
the inþuential report Revitalizing Michigan Cit-
ies, with Michigan Future, Inc., and has helped 
Michigan’s Department of Labor and Economic 
Development to reshape Michigan’s economic, 
workforce and urban development agenda. 

Early in his career Mr. Austin served as Presi-
dent of the Flint Roundtable, a multi-sector CEO 
leadership organization in Genesee County, 
Michigan focused on regional education reform, 
where he developed nationally recognized edu-
cation programs. In addition he was chairman of 
the Genesee County Road Commission. Prior to 
settling in Michigan, Mr. Austin served as a spe-
cial assistant to Massachusetts Governor Michael 
Dukakis, and on the staff of the Massachusetts 
Secretary of Economic Affairs. Mr. Austin is a 
Board Member of Michigan Common Cause, and 
the Michigan League of Conservation Voters. 

Austin received his Masters in Public Admin-
istration from Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government, and a Bachelors from Swarthmore 
College in Economics & Political Science, Phi 
Beta Kappa. 


